26O                      A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
How many were shot, hanged or® died of frost and starvation in the wilds of Russia can never be exactly ascertained. The CXG.P.U. alone numbered its victims by the thousand and ten thousand, and an immense number perished without trace at the hands of self-appointed executioners.
By the end of 1918 the Allies had their hands free, and had taken the place of the Germans in the occupied parts of Russia. Expeditions were now being organized by Russian counterrevolutionaries, who were convinced that with a very little help in men and money they could overthrow the Bolshevists. In the south was Denikin, in the east Admiral Kolchak, and within striking distance and, at one time even in sight, of Petrograd, Yudenitch. All had with them a stiffening of Allied troops and military advisers, and an unlimited supply of money and munitions. But with them also were large numbers of " White " Russians panting for vengeance, whose proceedings, as they advanced, led the Russian peasants to believe that as litde mercy was to be expected by the proletariat from the counter-revolution as by the possessing classes from the revolution. Between the two terrors they preferred the Red, and the interventionists found their armies melting away, and their position, which on all military grounds ought to have been a strong one, becoming more and more precarious against the hostility of the people they had come to save. By this time public opinion everywhere was setting against the prolongation ~r any sort of war, and loud protests were raised against the r out of money for the support of counter-revolutionary rs whose claim to be saving their country was so rejected by the people most concerned. In most 1 ~ '™^~% who at first had shared the common *~ocities, had come to interpret these ^•eneral hostility of Capital to Labour, * come to make sympathy with "5 Labour cause. By the spring •He Allies withdrawing from unprofitable enterprise, and refuge in other European
